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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1908 edition. Excerpt: .formed a separate apartment to his mother s, and immersed
himself in his law papers. He was supposed to work far into the night. Often in winter his lamp was not
extinguished before dawn. Mother and son absolutely lived for one another, as all who knew them took
pleasure in repeating. They loved and honored Noel for the care he bestowed upon his mother, for his more
than filial devotion, for the sacrifices which all supposed he made in living at his age like an old man. The
neighbors were in the habit of contrasting the conduct of this exemplary young man with that of M. Tabaret,
the incorrigible old rake, the hairless dangler. As for Madame Gerdy, she saw nothing but her son in all the
world. Her love had actually taken the form of worship. In Noel she believed she saw united all the physical and
moral perfections. To her he seemed of a superior order to the rest of humanity. If he spoke, she was silent and
listened: his word was a command, his advice a decree of Providence. To care for her son, study his tastes,
anticipate his wishes, was the sole aim of her life. She was a mother. Is Madame Gerdy visible? asked old
Tabaret of the girl who opened the door; and, without waiting for an answer, he walked into the room like a
man assured that his presence can not be inopportune, and ought to be...
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