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RareBooksClub. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 62 pages. LC
Number: KF27 . J856 2002d OCLC Number: (OCoLC)50447478 Subject: Privacy, Right of -- United States. Excerpt: .
. . 11 REPARED TATEMENT OF ORI ATERS P S L L. W Technology has made it possible to store my lifes entire
records on a computer chip. Medical information, tax records, financial data, education records, Social Se-
curity contributions, driver records are all available to someone by merely a few key strokes on a computer.
Controlling access to all of my personal information is nearly impossible. Each classification of information has
its own set of rules. Privacy considerations are certainly not new. The Fourth Amendment is one of our most
precious constitutional rights: The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and eEects,
against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated. However, it is oGen the unintended
consequences of laws that have the most dev-astating impact on maintaining personal privacy. Social Security
is a classic exam-ple. When Social Security was created in 1935, the sole purpose of the Social Secu-rity Number
was to track the earnings of employed Americans so that their wages could be properly credited. We were
promised that the SSN would never be used for anything else, and the first number was issued in 1936. Social
Security Numbers were clearly not created for identification purposes, and cards even stated that fact, well in
the beginning. The temptation to use SSNs for other purposes was just too great. Today, they ap-pear on tax
forms, medical records, some drivers licenses, student ID cards, finan-cial statements, marriage licenses, and
even video rental applications. Today, SSNs are the most used and abused number in America. A social
insurance program to care for the...
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