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would help agencies identify applicants who were buyout recipients. The o icials explained that information on
whether an applicant had received a buyout may not be readily available to the hiring agency. For example,
the information may be in the individuals o icial personnel folder, which the hiring agency may not receive for
several weeks, or in a computer system that is located at the agency that paid the buyout. In addition, such
certification would assist agencies that were hiring individuals who had received buyouts from other agencies, ,
such as those CPDF especially those agencies that do not participate in the in the judicial and legislative
branches of government. For agencies OPM covered by 5 C. F. R. 7. 2, it is mandatory that they provide with
CPDF personnel information for use in the, among other things, unless specifically exempted by statute. The
need for hiring o icials to readily know whether a job applicant is a former federal employee who took a
buyout was made even more important by the enactment of the 1996 legislation. As previously mentioned, this
legislation requires buyout recipients under its authority to repay the full buyout amount before the employees
first day of work. Of the nine agencies, our review showed that only USDA and the USDA and the Department
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