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environmental initiatives in this proposal will contribute to continued success of our investment in safety and
capacity projects by providing for prompt and more effec-tive environmental review of significant projects
while continuing to exercise strong environmental stewardship. | know that environmental streamlining is a top
pri-ority for this committee and I look forward to working with you to meet our mutual goal. We also propose
new initiatives to mitigate the impacts of aviation emissions and noise. For example, we propose to establish
voluntary programs to reduce aviation emissions by converting airport infrastructure, airport vehicles, and
airport-owned ground-support equipment to new low emission technologies. In addition, our noise initiatives
include using some of the AIP noise set-aside for research aimed at re-ducing community exposure to aircraft
noise or emissions. We also hope to increase prospective homebuyers awareness of areas near airports that are
exposed to air-craft noise by requiring federal lenders to inform prospective homebuyers of prop-erties within
airport noise contours. The aviation insurance program authority in chapter 443 of title 49 is scheduled to
expire at the end of 2003. In the past, reauthorizations of the program were en-acted periodically and, if the
program lapsed between authorizations, the lapses were brief and without incident. In the current climate,
however, a lapse in the de-fense and foreign commerce related program could have extreme consequences. To
avoid that future possibility, Flight - 100 would repeal the periodic renewal require-ment of that portion of the
program, thereby making it permanent. The provisions that enable DOT...
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