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WHEN THAT GREAT SHIP WENT DOWN: THE LEGAL AND POLITICAL
REPERCUSSIONS OF THE LOSS OF RMS TITANIC (PAPERBACK)

Createspace, United States, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. annotated edition. 229 x 152 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.RMS Titanic sank in 1912, a US presidential election year;
and in the very first days of the great House of Commons debate on Home Rule for Ireland. The Marconi
companies were heroes to the press and the public, who credited them with saving the lives that were saved; JP
Morgan, who owned the shipping trust that controlled Titanic s White Star Line, was a major political target for
the trust-busters. And members of the British Cabinet, including the Attorney-General who was to direct (and
nobble) the Crown s case in the Titanic enquiry, were up to their necks in inside trading in Marconi shares. This
is the story of how, in Titanic s loss, 1500 souls were sacrificed to the settled science and scientific consensus of
marine engineering. It is also the story of how the US and British loss enquiries were shaped by party politics,
corrupted by corrupt politicians and the Marconi Scandal, tainted by the politics of Irish Home Rule, and -
finally - salvaged by Oliver Wendell Holmes and the US Supreme Court, and by Lord Mersey s judgement in the
Board of Trade Enquiry and the subsequent International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea. Titanic sank
a century ago; but she sails on, the ghost ship of modern law and politics, shaping our world in ways we don t
notice. This is that story, told by the historians of Churchill s vindication in May 1940 and of how Congress, four
months before Pearl Harbor, kept America s armed services ready for war, by a margin of one vote. Advance
praise for When That Great Ship Went Down: What sank...
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