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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The History of the Shinn Family in Europe and
America To write the history of a family is a task surrounded by many di iculties. That history begins, as a rule,
at a period when reading and writing were not the common heritage of mankind; it covers the lives of a line of
people who, because they were not conspicuous in the world s a airs, failed to construct pedigrees, as did the
greater men of history; it takes in a vast body of plain people, living by the nobler arts of peace and trade, who
look with suspicion upon the blazoning of arms, crests, and pedigrees, and pass to the other extreme of keeping
no record at all; it sweeps over periods of time engulfed in social, political or religious turmoil, when even the
legal records are suspended; it embraces all kinds and conditions of men widely dispersed; for these and other
reasons the creation of an accurate family history is di icult, if not impossible. I have tried to write such a
history in these pages, and on the eve of giving it to the family at large, am free to admit that it is at best a very
imperfect sketch. It represents years of labor, however, and is a creation that has absorbed my attention and
a ection. It is given to the family for their guidance and criticism. Wherever it is true it will obtain
commendation; and wherein it departs from truth it will receive condemnation. It is launched with high hopes
of a successful career. At the outset I desire to acknowledge my indebtedness to Mr. Richard Cadbury, of
Philadelphia, who copied for my...
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