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1852 In this strange style we have proceeded almost for centuries, till the incongruities of our dwellings, our
clothing, and our policy, have grown obvious even to our own unobservant and accustomed eye. We go on
swearing against the Pretender long after his last descendant has been laid quietly in a foreign grave; guarding
with testy jealousy against the power of the Crown long after the Crown has been shorn of its due and
legitimate authority; risking the loss of our liberties from foreign aggression rather than support an adequate
standing army, because in past times those liberties were threatened by a standing army in the hands of a
domestic tyrant; exacting oaths in a court of justice as a security for truth long after experience and reflection
have shewn us that those who refuse oaths are the most truthful of all witnesses, and long after our inconsistent
liberality has extorted from us the permission to every man to swear after his own fashion; - and committing a
host of similar solecisms, all shewing how entirely we are still governed by the ideas and traditions of an
obsolete and inapplicable age. In an era of new requirements and encircled by new conditions, we are drawing
on the arsenals and speaking in the language of the past; and while young and mighty perils, from hitherto
undreamed of quarters, are threatening the precious commonwealth, we are haunted by the ghost of some
ancestral enemy, or are gibbetting the carcase and demolishing the tomb of some old danger that was long
ago gathered to its fathers. Our present object...
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