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John Reuchlin, a famous Hebrew scholar, became involved in a controversy with a baptised Jew, Pfefferkorn,
and his friends, in regard to the desirability of confiscating and destroying the books of the Jews. Reuchlin s
tolerant attitude displeased the fanatical party, and he was led to defend his position in a book which he called
the Aiigenspiegel. This reached the theological faculty of Cologne, which drew up a list of heretical propositions
found therein; and Ortuin Gratius, one of the members of the faculty, added an appendix of Latin verses.
Reuchlin was summoned before Hochstraten, the inquisitor general, at Cologne, but appealed to the Pope, who
referred the case to the Bishop of Speyer. This prelate declared the book free from heresy. Then Hochstraten in
his turn appealed to Rome, where the case was pending when the Letters of Obscure Men appeared. The
persecution and trial of Reuchlin created a great deal of excitement in Germany among the literary men. In
March, 1514, Reuchlin had published a collection of the letters of sympathy which he had received, under the
title, Letters of Distinguished Men, addressed to John Reuchlin. These suggested to a famous humanist at Erfurt,
Crotus Rubeanus, and his friends a method of attacking the theological party by means of a series of letters
purporting to be written to Ortuin Gratius by his simple admirers and disciples. The modest title Letters of
Obscure Men suggested itself as antithetical to that of the boastful collection which Reuchlin had issued of the
letters of distinguished contemporaries. The first series was published in 1515, and a second series,...
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