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Structure for a Question-Ansering System Despite my best
efforts at explanation, my grandmother still thinks of the
computer as a machine that answers questions. To her, this is
a manifestation of intelligence far more powerful than doing
sums ; for while everybody answers questions, few can do
sums! Itis not surprising to me, therefore, that question-
answering systems have as long a history in artificial
intelligence as problem solving. This paper describes the design
of a proposed question-answering system that will answer
questions from a corporate data base. We will discuss the
rationale behind the proposed system and the design decisions
that follow from the initial assumptions. Further, we will
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discuss the question-answering strategies developed for this
system and the basic principles underlying them. Early
Question-Answering Systems McCarthy (1) seems to have been
the first to realize the importance of verbal learning and
reasoning. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes
hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at
This book is a reproduction of an important historical work.
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