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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.For more than 100 years, the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) and its
predecessors have played a vital role in the conservation and management of this nation s fisheries and
aquatic resources. The FWS Fisheries Program is uniquely positioned to reach across state and international
boundaries to coordinate major fisheries management and conservation initiatives Unfortunately, a lack of
clarity in its fisheries-related responsibilities, coupled with a shortage of funds and differing expectations from
its diverse stakeholders, erode support for the Fisheries Program. The program must be strategically redefined
to meet the fisheries conservation needs of a new century in a manner that can be supported by the Office of
Management and Budget, Congress and other relevant stakeholders. To that end, the FWS asked the Sport
Fishing Boating Partnership Council (SFBPC) to gather input from a broad array of stakeholders, including the
states, tribes and other organizations. This report provides the consensus recommendations from that group.
The report offers 22 recommendations that together provide a new sense of direction for the Fisheries
Program. The recommendations ate organized around six major topic areas: Aquatic Species Conservation
and Management, Public Use, Cooperation with Native American Tribal Nations, Leadership in Aquatic Science
and Technology, Aquatic Habitat Conservation and Management, and National Aquatic Habitat Plan. These
recommendations build on an earlier SFBPC report, Saving a System in Peril: A Special Report on the National
Fish Hatchery System. Only through the thoughtful implementation of these joint recommendations in
partnership with the full community of stakeholders will the Fisheries Program return to its position of
leadership. Such leadership is essential to the health of our nation s fisheries resources. The report also
advances...
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