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Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.This is a concise but comprehensive history of the way in which
philosophy developed during the modern era in France. From the preface: This History does not claim to be
complete- that is to say, it does not consider all who have treated philosophical subjects in France from the
beginning of the seventeenth century down to our days. Frequently, philosophers of lower rank and only
moderate originality are not mentioned in it at all. The author did not wish to burden his book, already large
enough, with a mass of necessarily dry and uninteresting information regarding philosophers who are little
known, and deservedly so. And above all, he did not intend to write a work of erudition, but a history. Now,
philosophers without marked originality-those, for instance, who were simply disciples of the masters- have
indeed their value in the eyes of that erudition which wishes to know all there is to be known of a certain epoch.
But their value is slight in the eyes of the historian. For he does not propose merely to perpetuate facts and
dates; such information is but the raw material for his work, which consists chiefly in grasping the connection
of facts, and in deducing the laws of the development of ideas and doctrines. This is why he must concentrate
his attention upon the really representative men, and upon works which have had a posterity. While we have
neglected the philosophical writers whose influence has been slight in the evolution of French thought, there are
others, on the contrary, to whom we have given much space, although they are not usually grouped with the
philosophers by profession. Such are, for example,...
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